INTRODUCTION
The vimentin gene is a member of the intermediate filament family which is developmentally regulated (Cochard and Paulin, 1984) and tissue-specific (Osborn and Weber, 1982) . Of all the IF genes, only the vimentin gene deviates from the established pattern of tissue expression and can be expressed in vitro in all cell types (Franke et al, 1979) . Its (Dynan, 1989 (Bohmann et al, 1987) . These elements are located at position -707 and -693 (Rittling and Baserga, 1987) .
The promoter regions of several phorbol diester (TPA inducible genes collagenase stromelysin, hmT IIA, and SV40 share the conserved 7 bp motif. The consensus sequence was also found in the control region of IL2 (Fujita et al, 1986) and polyoma DNA (Zenke et al, 1986 ) and c-fos (Piette and Yaniv, 1987) . The P motif which binds the transcription factor AP1 mediates transcriptional induction in response to phorbol ester tumor promoters and cAMP elevating agents.
There was approximately a 10-fold induction of vimentrn biosynthesis following TPA treatment of human erythroleukemic cell line K562 (Siebert and Fukuda, 1985 (Odenwald et al, 1989 (Jacob, 1977) .
